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       NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

             Judi Jones 

         

It certainly doesnôt seem to take long to get back to the routines of school and all of the 

activities our students are involved in.  Many of our students and their families look like 

ñold prosò with the things that need to take place every day for students to be successful.  

Thank you to the families who make sure their student(s) have lunches or lunch money, 

have all of their belongings together for the day, and have their homework completed. 

 

Our school theme this year is H.A.T.S. (Helping All To Succeed).  We have set aside a 

Friday a month for students and staff to wear a hat to school to help us carry through with 

this theme.  The HATS days are:  Sept. 26, Oct. 31, Nov. 21, Dec. 19, Jan. 30, Feb. 27, 

Apr. 24, and May 29. 

 

A reminder to all of our families and for our new families:  Fridayôs are considered Rich-

mond Grade School spirit days.  We encourage all of our students to wear Rams gear or 

something in school colors (maroon and white).  Our teachers are able to wear jeans that 

day if they wear a shirt that is school colors or is Rams gear. 

 

On August 23, we lost one of our beloved aides, Mrs. Terri Gochin.  In order to remember 

Terri, we have planned a memory service on October 10, her birthday.  We will meet in the 

hall by the library about 4:00 and go out to the garden area where we will dedicate a bird-

house and Cubs bench in her honor.  Please join us if youôd like to remember Terri with us.  

We are asking all of our students and staff to wear Cubs gear to school on October 10 in 

her memory. 

 

We need your help with two items:  Please remember that when you park in the spots clos-

est to the school at the end of the day, you will probably have to wait until the buses are 

loaded and gone before you are able to leave.  (Usually there are cones placed there as a 

reminder, but some busy days those donôt get placed.)  Also, if you are picking up a student 

and are parked in the parking lot near where the buses are, you will have to wait to exit the 

lot.  Please consider parking near the end of the lot so you can exit without putting our stu-

dents in harms way while loading the buses.  The second item has to do with the automated 

calling system.  (This is the system that will put out a call to you when school is closed.)  

Please be aware that the number that is called with this system is the phone number you 

listed as your primary home telephone number.  We are not able to list multiple numbers 

like cell numbers.  If you want the cell as your primary number for this, please let Theresa 

in the office know. 

 

Since our last newsletter, weôve had several new people hired to work at Richmond Grade 

School.  Mrs. Valerie Paleka has been hired as the aide in the fourth grade.  Mrs. Paleka 

has subbed for us and had previously been an aide with us for three years.  Mrs. Adrienne  
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Metz has been hired to work in the kitchen.  Mrs. Metz had been our cafeteria clean-up person the past three 

years.  Mrs. Gail Schwegel will be our new cafeteria clean-up person.  She has subbed in this position over 

the past year. 

 

Nippersink District 2 has received a library grant totaling $39,734.  Thank you to Mrs. Jane Larson for her 

work in writing and securing this grant. 

 

Please remember that students may bring and wear costumes for the Halloween party, but we ask that they be 

appropriate for school. No blood, gore, or weapons. 

 

The character trait for the month of October is friendship.  Our students will focus on being trustworthy, re-

spectful, and kind.  All signs of a good friend. 

 

The study tip for October is a list of reminders for how parents can help their child(ren) be successful in 

school.  This is important because doing well in school can foster childrenôs self-esteem. 

 

¶ Care about education, and let it show.  Speak about school and learning with respect and enthusi-

asm.  An occasional and heartfelt chat about what education has meant to you, or perhaps, your 

regret that you didnôt study harder, can touch and inspire your child. 

¶ Make reading a family matter.  The ability to read is key to learning and school success.  Read to 

your young children, and read along with your older ones.  Help reluctant readers find books and 

magazines that interest them. 

¶ Take interest in your childôs thinking.  Invite your childôs input during family discussions about 
the world, family issues, politics, and other topics.  Showing children that their ideas matter 

teaches them to take themselves and their reasoning seriously, and readies them to engage more 

fully in school. 

¶ Model learning.  Strive to be lifelong learners.  Let your child accompany you as you learn to fix 

a pipe, bake, or research a mutual fund. 

¶ Support teachers.  Avoid making disparaging comments about your childrenôs teachers.  Unless a 
teacher is way out of line, encourage your children to respect and work with their teachers. 

¶ Create the space and mood for homework.  Establish reasonable times and places for homework.  

Let your children earn play or TV time after theyôve done their homework.  Try to be near during 

homework time to provide help and support, if needed. 

¶ Be a thoughtful helper.  When your children ask for help, give just enough assistance to get them 

back on their way.  A parentôs job is to enable children to do their own work, not to do it for 

them.  Keep your eye on the bigger goal of shaping your child into an independent and capable 

learner. 

Take notice.  Monitor your childrenôs schoolwork.  If they are succeeding, share your pride.  If 

they arenôt, help them discover why they are not.  Meet with teachers and work together to find 

out what is amiss and what can be done. 

 

(by Richard Bromfield, Harvard Med. School psychologist) 
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Notes from Associate Principal 
Jim Block 

 
 

Friendship-Developing a Friendship with Your Child 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 
form of friendship with him or her. It is unlike any other friendship with another person, and it has the 
potential to be one of the most powerful relationships your child will ever experience. Perhaps the 
power of friendship is the reason Coach Wooden included it as one of the five foundational character 
traits in the Pyramid of Success. 
Coach Wooden had an exceptional friendship with his father that grew out of respect, admiration, and 
ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ /ƻŀŎƘ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άaȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΦέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜ 
ŘƛŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΧŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƻƳŜπ
ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ [ŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ 
IŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
Coach Wooden admired his father because he inspired him to be the best person that he could be, 
every day of his life. His father treated him with respect, kindness, gentleness, and love-all of the ingre-
dients that are needed to create a great friend. 
 
Start by taking these small steps with your family: 
 

¶ /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀƭΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭƻǾƛƴƎΣ 
kind, and respectful-a person who will always lend a listening ear. 

¶ Make memories with your child. Take some time out of your busy day to imprint a memory 
ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǎƻƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŝƴπ
ƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ 

¶ DŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴπ
ships with people who have positive values and beliefs. 

 

/ƻŀŎƘ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ ƭŜŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ /ƻŀŎƘ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ 
Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘΣ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦέ /ƻŀŎƘ 
Wooden used his pyramid and definition of success to lead his students and young athletes to great-
ness.  
 
Keeping in touch, 
Mr. James Block Jr.-Associate Principal 
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Early Childhood Happenings 
 

Time is flying here in our ECE classroom!  We began 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά!ƭƭ !ōƻǳǘ aŜέΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǳπ
dent got to tell about himself or herself by bringing in 
a favorite book, two favorite toys, and pictures of his/
her family.  That was great fun!  We also worked on 
identifying body parts and discussed our unique char-
acteristics, such as different eye colors and hair colors.  
We also measured ourselves to see how tall we are, 
and will do so again at the end of the year. Who will 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΚ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ 
Apple theme.  Some of the things we are learning 
about include: apples can be red, green, or yellow (but 
not blue---yuck!), apples grow on trees, apples have 
seeds that form a star inside, apples make lots of 
yummy things, and how an apple disappears when you 
eat it (a picture sequencing activity).  We are also 
working on patterns, putting numbers 1-10 in order, 
counting with 1:1 correspondence, and following di-
rections.  Some of the books that go along with this 
theme are 10 Apples Up on Top, by Dr. Seuss, and The 
Apple Pie Tree, by Shari Halpern. 
 Up next will be the pumpkins and Halloween themes, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ±ƻƴ .ŜǊƎŜƴΩǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘΦ нлΣ ǘƻ 
tie together our fall learning. 
 
 
From the Early Childhood Team 
   

 
Kindergarten 

 
YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ±ƻƴ.ŜǊƎŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ 
October 10. They will take a tractor ride out into the 
field and pick pumpkins, gourds, and finger corn. This 
ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴέ ŜȄπ
perience to enhance our science unit on plants and 
living things. The kindergarten students will observe 
plants growing in the grow lab located in the kinder-
garten shared space. They will also be learning about 
colors and doing a variety of autumn activities. 
 
We will end the month with Halloween and the first 
classroom party. The kindergartners need to wear 
their costumes to school on the day of the Halloween 
party. 
 
From the Kindergarten team    

First Grade 
 

The first graders got off to a fantastic start to the 
school year! The children are working very hard on 
reading and writing. We read a lot of great animal sto-
ries. Our favorite is a funny story called Pigs in a Rig. 
LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƛƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀǿŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŜǎǎȅ ǎƛǘǳŀπ
tions. They get so dirty they have to go through a pig 
ǿŀǎƘΗ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎƘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇƛƎǎΦ 
The children practiced good handwriting. In math we 
introduced the words; greater than, less than and 
equal to. We also talked about rules and how to be 
responsible good friends to each other. We learned 
about jobs and we started our science unit on plants. 
We are very excited about our upcoming field trip to 
the apple orchard. 
 
From the First Grade Team 
 

Second Grade 
 

Second grade is a busy place! The students have been 
laughing their way through our first reading theme of 
silly stories. They have also had an opportunity to use 
their imagination and do some silly writing of their 
own. The students have been enjoying stories that 
have good word choice (words that sparkle and daz-
zle). Word choice is one of the writing traits that the 
students will learn about this year. They have been 
learning to use more exciting words in their own writ-
ing. Soon our time capsules will be buried with memo-
ries and facts from the start of the year. It is always 
Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
changed.  

 
From the Second Grade Team 

 
Third Grade 

 
 Did you hear the BUZZ?  Third grade is studying Life 
/ȅŎƭŜǎΗ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƭƭ άƳŜǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎƛǎέΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ 
only will our third graders be able to spell it, but they 
will also be able to tell you about it!  We have now 
άŘǳƎέ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǳƴƛǘΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ 
move on to our animal life cycle unit in science.  We 
discussed different animals and insects and the type of 
metamorphosis each goes through during its life. 
Math has consisted of place value relationships.  The  
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third graders learned about place value through the 
hundred thousands, ordering numbers, comparing 
numbers, and writing numbers in expanded form.   
 
From the Third Grade Team 
 

Fourth Grade 
 

Fourth grade is off to a fantastic start.  Everyone has 
adjusted well to the hustle and bustle of the new 
school year, even the teachers.  Thus far, all the stu-
dents have done a terrific job learning to be organized 
with their 8-pocket folders and their assignment note-
books.  We commend all of our students on their hard 
work and getting into the routine of a new year. 
 We are digging into our brand new reading series,  
Storytown.  We have been brushing up on math skills, 
especially those multiplication facts that may not have 
been used much over the summer.  Social studies finds 
us learning about the United States, resources and 
national symbols.  We kicked this unit off by sharing 
photos of states that each student has visited.  We 
were all amazed to see how many states the class as a 
whole has visited.  After this, we will begin an in-depth 
study about each region of the United States.  In sci-
ence we have been looking at the earth and its re-
sources.  We had an in-school field trip, "The Greatest 
Show of Earth".  Rocks and fossils have stimulated 
minds!  Although some fourth graders will say we are 
off to a "rocky" start, everyone is enjoying the topic.   
  
From the Fourth Grade Team 
 

Fifth Grade 
 

This is going to be a very busy year for the fifth grad-
ers. The time spent here at school will go by quickly 
because we are so busy. Also, because they are in the 
highest grade in this school, they will be given addi-
tional jobs around the school: announcements, putting 
the flag up in the morning and taking it down at the 
end of the day, changing the sign in front of the 
school, helping younger children with math and read-
ing, and much more. We remind them daily that they 
are now the role models and the way they act and 
behave is being watched by our younger students.Our 
annual trip to the Space Center in Woodstock, IL has 
been set for January 20 (2 classes) and January 21 (the 
other two classes). This is quite an expensive field  

  

trip so the fifth grade team and our administrators are 
working hard to find additional funding to help offset 
the cost. More on this activity will be sent home as the 
time gets closer. 
We would like to remind parents that the assignment 
notebooks need to be looked at and initialed  nightly. 
Your student(s) should be able to show you their fin-
ished work since everything we do during the day is 
filed in their eight-pocket folder, to be turned in the 
next day. Please do not sign off until you see that all of 
the work has been completed. 
Our school now has a program that can be accessed 
from home in which you are able to help your child 
select books to take out of our library. The program  is 
called Destiny. Mrs. Larson has been demonstrating 
how to use the program during library time so your 
student(s) should be familiar with it. For more infor-
mation, contact Mrs. Larson here at RGS. 
We hope that you and your student(s) have a wonder-
ful year here in fifth grade. Growth this year physically, 
emotionally, academically, socially, etc. will be phe-
nomenal! 
 
From the Fifth Grade Team 

 
Enrichment by Ms. Pizzo  

 
Here is what is going on with enrichment this month. 
  
Third Grade: We will be exploring the many different 
ways we can manipulate shapes. The students will 
have many opportunities to build and discover what 
they can create with basic architecture ideas. 
Fourth Grade: It is that time of year for spooky stories. 
We have read through The Mystery Of Harris Burdick. 
The students will be choosing a picture from this book 
to create a story around. 
Fifth Grade: We will be in full swing with the stock 
market. All students need to be researching compa-
nies at home for ideas to trade at school. The students 
can research by using the internet, TV, and newspaper. 
  
Nicole Pizzo 
Enrichment Teacher 
 
Complexity creates confusion, Simplicity focus 
                                                           Edward de Bono 
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Fifth Grade Band News 

 
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƴƻƛǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
month ago! The band students have been tooting and 
honking for a couple of weeks now, and they are do-
ing a great job! Just a reminder about what each stu-
dent needs to bring with them to each lesson: 
 
Their book ς They should be keeping track of all of 
their practicing on the practice record on the front 
cover.  On the night before their lesson, a parent will 
need to sign in the appropriate spot.  I check to make 
sure they are filled out and signed every week.  If the 
practice record is not filled out appropriately, stu-
dents will lose points. 
Their instrument 
A pencil 
 
If students forget any of these items when they come 
to their lesson, they will lose points from their lesson 
grade. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact me.  Since I am only part-time, email 
is the best, but you can always leave a message for 
me at either school. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΤ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
way to see results! 
 

Mrs. Storer, Band Director 
astorer@nsd2.com 

 
  
 
 
 

 
General Music Information 

 
Hello. My name is Kelly Stanich, and I am the general 
music teacher at Richmond Grade School. I am a recent 
graduate of Trinity International University and I am 
very excited to be working with your children. This year 
has started out with a bang. My main goal as an educa-
tor is to instill in the children my  passion, and excite-
ment for music. I am looking forward to a great year; I 
hope to see many of you at our programs this year. The 
dates are as follow: 

 
¶ Third Grade is October 23, 2008. 

¶ Fifth Grade is December 8, 2008. 

¶  Second Grade is February 12, 2009. 

¶ First Grade is February 26, 2009. 

¶ Fourth Grade is March 12, 2009.   

¶ AM Kindergarten is April 22, 2009. 

¶ PM Kindergarten is April 23, 2009. 
 
Miss Stanich 
(815) 678-4717, x446 
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